
II. (pg. 176) Find the homonyms in the following extracts. Classify them into 
homonyms proper, homographs and homophones. 

1. "Mine is a long and a sad tale!" said the Mouse, turning to Alice, and sighing. "It is a 
long tail, certainly," said Alice, looking down with wonder at the Mouse's tail; "but 
why do you call it sad?"  

2. a) My seat was in the middle of a row.  
 b) "I say, you haven't had a row with Corky, have you?"  
3. a) Our Institute football team got a challenge to a match from the University team and 

we accepted it.  
 b) Somebody struck a match so that we could see each other.  
4. a) It was nearly December but the California sun made a summer morning of the 

season.  
 b) On the way home Crane no longer drove like a nervous old maid.  
5. a) She loved to dance and had every right to expect the boy she was seeing almost 

every night in the week to take her dancing at least once on the weekend.  
 b) "That's right," she said.  
6. a) Do you always forget to wind up your watch?  
 b) Crane had an old Ford without a top and it rattled so much and the wind made so 

much noise.  
7. a) In Brittany there was once a knight called Eliduc.  
 b) She looked up through the window at the night.  
8. a) He had a funny round face.  
 b) — How does your house face? — It faces the South.  
9. a) So he didn't shake his hand because he didn't shake cowards' hands, see, and 

somebody else was elected captain.  
 b) Mel's plane had been shot down into the sea.  
10. a) He was a lean, wiry Yankee who knew which side his experimental bread was 

buttered on.  
 b) He had a wife of excellent and influential family, as finely bred as she was faithful 

to him.  
11. a) He was growing progressively deafer in the left ear.  
 b) I saw that I was looking down into another cove similar to the one I had left.  
12. a) Iron and lead are base metals,  
 b) Where does the road lead?  
13. Kikanius invited him and a couple of the other boys to join him for a drink, and while 

Hugo didn't drink, he went along for the company. 

a) homonyms proper  b) homographs  c) homophones 
     

     
     

     
     

     
     



     

     
     

     
     

     
 

IV. (pg. 162) Explain the logical associations in the following groups of meaning for 
the same words. Define the type of transference which has taken place.  

1. 
The wing of a bird  — the wing of a building;   
the eye of a man  — the eye of a needle;   
the hand of a child  — the hand of a clock;   
the heart of a man  — the heart of the matter;   
the bridge across-the-river  — the bridge of the nose;   
the tongue of a person — the tongue of a bell;   
the tooth of a boy  — the tooth of a comb;   
the coat of a girl  — the coat of a dog.   

 
2.  

Green grass  — green years;   
black shoes  — black despair;   
nickel (metal)  — a nickel (coin);   
glass  — a glass;   
copper (metal)  — a copper (coin);   
Ford (proper name)  — a Ford (car);   
Damascus (town in Syria) — damask;   
Kashmir (town in North India) — cashmere.   

 

VI. (pg. 222) Find the euphemisms in the following sentences and jokes. Name the 
words for which they serve as euphemistic substitutes. 

1. Policeman (to intoxicated man who is trying to fit his key to a lamp-post): I'm afraid 
there's nobody home there tonight. Man: Mus' be. Mus' be. Theresh a light upstairsh. 2. 
"Johnny, where do you think God is this morning?" asked the Sunday-school teacher. "In 
our bathroom," was the reply. "What on earth makes you say that?" asked the amazed 
teacher. "Because just before I left I heard pa say, "My Lord! How long are you going to 
be in there?" 3. The doctor had an inveterate punster and wit among his patients. One day 
he was late in making his rounds, and explained to the incorrigible humourist that he had 
stopped to attend a man who had fallen down a well. With a groan of agony, the wit 
mustered up strength enough to murmur: "Did he kick the bucket, doctor?" 4. A girl was to 
visit her serviceman brother at a military hospital. While stopping at the desk of the officer 
of the day for directions to the patient's ward she asked: "Would you kindly tell me where 



the powder room is?" "Miss," the corpsman on duty replied with dignity, "this is a hospital, 
not an arsenal." 5. First Student: Great Scott! I've forgotten who wrote Ivanhoe. Second 
Ditto: I'll tell you if you tell me who the dickens wrote The Tale of Two Cities. 6. So, for 
the love of Mike, come across to our table and help things along. 7. He was high and didn't 
know what he was saying. 8. "You never know with lunatics," said the young man chattily. 
"They don't always look balmy, you know." 9. "But what I mean was, it sounds more like a 
rather idiotic kind of hoax. Perhaps some convivial idiot who had had one over the eight." 
"Nine? Nine what?" "Nothing — just an expression. I meant a fellow who was tight." 10. 
"Funny old thing," said Lily Marbury indulgently. "Looks half batty to my mind." 11. "I 
think the fellow's half a loony. He needs some one to look after him."  

euphemisms  substitutes 
   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 

VIII. (pg. 256) In the examples given below identify the phraseological units and 
classify them on the semantic principle. 

1. The operation started badly and everyone was in a temper throughout. 2.I know a man 
who would love meeting you. The perfect nut for you to crack your teeth on. 3. I wish I 
had you for Maths (my favourite subject). But alas, we cannot have our cake and eat it too. 
4. He said: "Well, never mind, Nurse. Don't make such heavy weather about it." 5. Did you 
know that 50% of the time I've been barking up all the wrong trees. 6. However, while 
appreciating that the best way to deal with a bully is to bully back, I never quite had the 
nerve. 7. What is it — First Aid? All you need know is how to treat shock and how to stop 
haemorrhage, which I've drummed into you till I'm blue in the face. 8. Don't let them 
(pupils) lead you by the nose. 9. But I thought he was afraid I might take him at his word. 
10. Ruth made no bones about the time she was accustomed to have her dinner. 11. Poor 
Eleanor — what a mess she made of her life, marrying that man Grey! 12. There was a list 
of diets up in the kitchen, but Auntie had it all at her finger-tips. 13. "Bob, give me a hand 
with the screen," Diana said. "Now be very careful, won't you, sweetie?" 14. My common 
sense tells me that I'm making a mountain out of a molehill. 15. She thought, he's 
obviously a very sensitive man, he can read between the lines. 16. Oh, said Arthur, 
someone might've bought the things cheap at an auction and put them by for a rainy day. 
17. "I played like a fool," said Guy, breaking a silence. "I'm feeling a bit under the 
weather."  



phraseological unit  semantic class 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 

IX. (pg. 257) In the examples given below identify the phraseological units and 
classify them on the structural principle. Translate the phraseological units into 
Russian. 

1. Ella Friedenberg thinks she's Freud, but actually she's Peeping Tom. 2. What it 
symbolized was a fact of banking-corporate life: You scratch my back and I'll scratch 
yours. 3. There was a man I cared about, and this afternoon he told me out of a clear sky 
that he was poor as a churchmouse. 4. Finally he asked me out of the blue if I could drive a 
car. 5. But Nelson did not believe in letting the grass grow under his feet and applied for 
the headmastership of a Mission School that was being started in New Guinea. 6. He took 
his ideas from "Daily Telegraph" and the books in prep-school library, and his guiding rule 
in life was to play safe. 7. By God! I may be old-fashioned in my ideas, but women run 
around too much these days to suit me. They meet all kinds of crazy fish. 8. Then I got a 
shock that stiffened me from head to toe.  

phraseological unit  structural class 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 



(Semantics) Study the synonymic groups below and do the following tasks: 

 Single out the denotative and connotative components of meanings of the 
synonyms. 

 Explain the difference in connotations. 

 Give the Russian equivalents of the synonyms. 

 Find the dominant synonym in each group. 

 Fill in the gaps in the sentences following the synonymic groups using the most 
appropriate words. 

 
1. To break, to crack, to shatter, to smash. 

He       the box into pieces. The glass will       if you pour boiling water into it. He 

fell out of the window and       his skull. The drunken man       all the furniture. 

The explosion       every window in the building. 
 
2. To cry, to sob, to weep, to whimper. 

He       with pain when the dentist pulled the tooth out. The boy was       because 

he had lost his money. She       bitterly. She       herself to sleep. She       over 

her misfortunes. Stop      ! 
 
3. Smell, scent, odour, aroma, flavour. 

What I like about coffee is the       . What’s your favourite       of ice-cream? These 

roses have no       . She uses too much       on her hair.  
 


