Examination topics ( Straightforward Upper intermediate, units 9-12, Advanced, unit 1)

1. Being obsessed with celebrities. The dangers of hero worship.

2. Crime and punishment in Britain and the USA. Scam.

3. Charity.

4. Job interview etiquette.

5. The story of the discovery of America.

6. The national identity.

7. New experiences in life ( in a new country, in a new job, in a new school ).

8. The middlelife crisis and its manifestations.

          Examination questions ( Straightforward Upper intermediate, Units 9-12,                                           Straightforward Advanced, Unit 1 –4 )

1. Why do some people change their lives dramatically? What can be the reasons for it? ( a great desire to change one”s looks, to break with the past, with the painful memories of a failed marriage and start a new life, a stressful job and as a result the need for a change of scene )

2. Why are some areas ( countries ) of the world ruled out? ( too expensive, unfavourable weather conditions, no known language, different culture )

3. What can make a country a happy place to live in? ( a correlation between a country”s wealth and people”s happiness, although we are much more affluent, it seems that we are not necessarily any happier than we were before, a feeling of happiness is connected to people’s perceptions, money is not the only deciding factor, the finanntial security is only important up to a point, after that health, our families and  a sense of belonging to a community, researchers believe that happiness or life satisfaction occurs most frequently when people lose themselves in daily activities. People in flow.)

4. How do you understand the national identity?

5. How can parents alleviate the stress of moving from primary school up to secondary    school which is a huge change? ( should take time to talk and listen to their child after each schoolday to check how things are going, showing interest in this way can help a child feel supported or more confident, resist the temptation to ask lots of questions- like an adult coming home after work, a child will probably be tired, hungry or may be a little short-tempered from having to cope with so many changes all at once, chatting naturally should encourage him or her to open up and talk, establish a regular routine, encourage your children to make as many friends as possible.

6. Adolesence often may be time of discontent, of emotional and psychological problems, but the twenties is not an easy time , either. For a very good reason they are called the quarterlife crisis. How does it show itself? ( the incredible feeling of disatisfaction and disillusionment with adult life, young people have unrealistically high expectations which are subsequently not met ).

7. Why are young people nowadays absolutely not prepared for adult life? ( having a degree is no guarantee of a decent job, they are too easily influenced by the media and the whole culture of celebrity and when the realization hits them that they cannot have what they see on TV, they feel cheated, angry, as if they have been sold a lie ).

8. What does the feeling of disatisfaction and disillusionment have to do with hero worship? ( it is normal for the young to look up to the most successful members of the society and to use them as role models, it is natural for us to evaluate people in terms of the success they have achieved , in modern society success and celebrity are often the same thing ).

9. Who do young people mostly pick up and choose as their role models? ( film heroes and heroines, sometimes book villains).

10. What is implied by Celebrity Worship Syndrome?( unhealthy and sometimes dangerous obsessions, a serious cause for concern, worshipers tend to be anxious and depressive)

11. Can the Syndrome have positive manifestations? ( acts of goodness, community-minded acts)

12. What do we call a human quality of thinking or behaving in a way that shows you care about other people and their interests more than you care about yourself? ( Altruism/altruistic) Can you give an example or two of such a way of behaviour?( blood donors, Poppy Day) How do people raise money for charity? What projects/aims does charity money go to?

13. Why is the story of the discovery of America controversial?

14. If you had to draw up a map of your own what important places would be found on it and why?

15. Have you ever forgotten anything important? What was it and what happened?

( have a good/bad memory for names and faces, keep forgetting, struggle to remember a fact or figure, a famous date in history, a song that hit number one, the name of a chemical compound, the capital of  a country, burry itself deep in the vault of one”s memory, retrieve smth., have a memory like a sieve, a short-term/a long-term memory, a painful/bittersweet/vague/vivid/infallible memory)

16. What are the ways to improve your memory? (boost brain power, improve memory, intellectual agility or other aspects of mental performance, powerful stimulants, have few side-effects, little or no addictive properties, forget disturbing experiences, painful relationships,play a vital role in exam performance, a nutrition consultant, eating the right foods can dramatically improve learning, concentration and memory)

17. What’s the role of diet in improving memory?(a vital role in exam performance, give its peak performance, at times of intense concentration, a dehydrated brain releases the stress hormone cortisols, which adversely affects the brain”s ability to store information, slow down the thinking process)

18. What are the methods of transport that have had the most positive impact on our lives?

19. Smells as a retrieving device. The use of the device in interactive museums.(trigger a flood of memories, memories retrieved by smells are very vivid and detailed, our perception of the world is developed in large part from information conveyed by sight, hearing, touch,taste and smell, it’s like you are going back in time)

20. What is implied by consumer society?(affluenza, derived from the word “affluence”, or wealth, it is a psychological illness affecting people who have too much money, the product of our materialistic, competitive and individualistic society, and symptoms include overconsumption,compulsive shopping, high debt, overwork, wastefulness and stress, adopt a simpler and less possession-driven lifestyle, and reduce our spending habits, save more money, stick to a realistic budget, avoid impulse buys and using a credit card unless you have the cash to pay it off, make time for family and friends, and what we consider important in life, rather than the mindless pursuit of success and material weath)

21. What does consumer society have to do with environment?(domestic rubbish, household waste, a recycling centre, a rubbish dump, a landfil site, to recover as much waste as possible for reuse and recycling,throw away,  sort by hand, plastic bottles can be made into clothes, cans can be used to make goods such as fridges and cutlery or more cans, and textiles are sent to developing countries or else turned into fillings for toys or stuffing for furniture, compost,electronic waste, to charge a tax on disposable plastic shopping bags, to introduce a tax to change consumer behaviour,and reduce the number of bags littering the streets and countryside, to tackle the problem)

22. What other problems,apart from environment,does consumer society go together with? What do we mostly complain about, and how are we feeling?(be sick to death, complain that an existing problem is being made worse, the same problem occurs with great frequency, urge to take action, the agressive attitude of some people, it”s so infuriating, it annoys me to think that our public transport is in the hands of incompetents,they are turning people from travelling  by public transport, encouraging them to use their cars and causing traffic chaos in our already congested town centre, give smb/smth a piece of one”s mind, be fed up with, get on one”s nerves, drive smb. mad, get up one”s nose, voice criticism of smth.)   

23. What causes voice complaints?(rely on one”s voice to carry out one’s job, experiece voice problems on a regular basis, be hoarse, a voice expert, shift to more service-based economies, broadcasters, shopworkers, receptionists, politicians, performers, fitness instructors, be the most regularly affected types of worker, the wrong environment, lead to voice loss, and in some cases to more serious damage)

24. What is implied by wrong environment?(centrally-heated offices with low humidity, high levels of backgroound noice in factories, shout above the noise, teaching in overlarge classrooms with poor acoustics, inadequate amount of warter, the employer should ensure that this is possible)

25. What are the symptoms of voice problems?Are these treatable?(soreness in the throat, vocal cord paresis, partial paralysis of  the vocal cords, laryngitis-inflamation of the  larynx)

26. How can we look after our voice?(keep our vocal cords  lubricated, avoid anything with caffeine-things like coffee, tea, soft drinks with caffeine in them, as these dry out the vocal cords, don”t push your voice from your throat- instead, your navel, your tummy button should move towards your backbone, vocal exercise, vocal warm-ups, proper breathing from diaphragmand a good posture, make sure you keep your head up, your chin level and your shoulders sloping,not dropped or hunched, relax, combine the same vowel sounds with different consonants)

27. What should you bear in mind about giving speeches?(speecjwriting tips, prepare the main points you want to make  first, what you say and how you say it, depends largely on three main factors: the occasion, the audience and the purpose of your speech, a birthday speech, retirement speech, best man speech, business presentation, determine how you dress, how much you smile,whether you include humour or not)
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